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Invocation   

 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirt.  

 Amen. 

Confession of Sins   

 
 Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve 

your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.     

 Absolution   

 
 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen! 

Prayer of the Day   

 
 Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still 
waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



The Word 

First Lesson Acts 20:28-32 | EHV  
 

For the Season of Easter, the First Lesson chronicles the witness of the Apostles and the spread of the early Christian Church, as recorded in the 
book of Acts.  

“Always keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock in which the Holy Spirit has placed you as 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which he purchased with his own blood. 29I know that after my 
departure savage wolves, who will not spare the flock, will come in among you. 30Even from your own group men 
will rise up, twisting the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31Therefore be always on the alert! 
Remember that for three years, night and day, I never stopped warning each one of you with tears.  

32“And now I entrust you to God and to the word of his grace, which has power to build you up and to give you 
an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.   

  The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Psalm of the Day Psalm 23 

 
 The LORD is my / shepherd,  
   I lack / nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green / pastures,  
   he leads me beside quiet / waters, 
he refreshes / my soul.  
   He guides me along the right paths for his / name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no / evil,  
   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they / comfort me.     
  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my / enemies.  
   You anoint my head with oil; my cup / overflows. 
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days / of my life,  
   and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for- / ever. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.      

Second Lesson 1 John 4:1-6 | EHV  

 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from God, for many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This 

is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is already in the world. 4You are from God, dear 

children, and you have overcome the false prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 
5They are from the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens to them. 6We 

are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is 

how we can distinguish between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.   

  The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



Gospel  John 10:11-18 | EHV  

 
“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired man, who is not a 

shepherd, does not own the sheep. He sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then the wolf 
attacks the sheep and scatters them. 13Because he works for money, he does not care about the sheep.  

14“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me 15(just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father). And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I also have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17This is why the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down on my own. I have the authority to lay it down, and I have the authority to take it up again. This is the 

commission I received from my Father.”   

 This is the Gospel of our Savior. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 Sermon 1 John 4:1-6 

 
You Know the Shepherd’s Voice 

 Apostles’ Creed  

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy this Easter season,  for you have risen and conquered the grave. Imprint 
the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the good news of your 
resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  



By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have put our sin to 
death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as dead to sin and alive to you, so 
that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the loss of a 
Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by reminding them that their 
loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and awaken faith in their 
hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their souls and the message of hope to their 
hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, receiving treatment for 
illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind. Remind them that your victory over 
death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to raise them and give them and all believers new, 
glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.  

Silent prayer  

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word and in the feast 
of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in eternal glory.  

Amen. 

  

 The Lord’s Prayer Traditional Version  

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Prayer   

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy 

Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

 Amen 

Benediction   

 
 Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen 

  

  

 

 

 


